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Pressing Toward The Goal

II. Corporately —in the building up of the church

A.

B.

Seeing to it that we do everything according to the pattern
which God shows us (Heb. 8:5; Ex. 25:9, 40)
The pattern of the church lifein the New Testament
1. Theexpression of the church: unity
a A continuous principle in the New Testament:
one locality, one church, one council of the elders
b. Regionally autonomous— above regional level
one fellowship
2. The substance of the church
a No “membership”: In the church, only born again
Christians belong to the kingdom of God
(John 3:3,5)
b. Nobody is“the’ pastor or leader (Eph. 4:11), we
are al brothers (Matt. 23:8)
c. Not serving the Lord as professional theologians

(,hirelings*, John 10:12), but voluntarily as slaves

(Rom. 12:11)

d. Not having the deeds of the Nicolaitans (Rev.
2:6), instead everyone shares for edification
(1 Cor. 14:26)

e. No mixture of soul and Spirit (1 Cor. 2:14),
but instead division through the word (Heb. 4:12)

f.  Not arguing over doctrines (1 Cor. 11:16; Rom.
14:5; Phil. 3:15), but receiving one another, just
as Christ has received us (Rom. 15:7)

g. Not necessarily owning everything corporately
(cp. Acts 2:44-45; 4:32), but reigning over
material things (1 Cor. 16:1-2; 9:6-9)
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PRESSING TOWARD THE GOAL

Message 1

Sharpened Arrows—Young, Willing Warriorsfor
God's Pur pose (Ps. 127:4-5)

. God needsayoungarmy (Ps. 110:3)

A. Our chrigtian lifeisabattle
(1 Tim. 1:18; 6:12; 2 Tim. 2:3)
1. Against the devil and the powers of darkness
(Mark 3:27; Luke 22:31; 1 Pet. 5:8; Rev. 12:3)
2. Against theflesh (Gal. 5:17)
3. Against the present evil age (Gal. 1:4; 1 Joh. 2:15-17)
B. Inorder to ultimately conquer al of His enemies
(Luke 10:18-19; Rom. 16:20; Rev. 19:13-14)
C. Inorder to bring His kingdom down on earth
(Matt. 11:12; Heb. 12:28)
D. Sothat we receive the crown
(1 Cor. 9:24-25; 2 Tim. 4:7-8)
E. Heisseeking those, whom He can send
(Is. 6:8; Matt. 22:3-5)

II. Our reaction — Follow His call willingly

A. BeavailabletotheLord
1. Willing (Ex. 35:29)
2. Insimplicity and purity (Matt. 4:20-22)
3. Today and now (2 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 3:7-8)
B.  Not dependent upon our capabilities or qualifications
(2 Cor. 3:5-6)
C. Forget the past (Phil. 3:13)
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I11. Willing to be shar pened

A.
B.

C.

Asavessd for honor, useful for the Lord (2 Tim. 2:21)
Through the Holy Spirit and grace

(John 16:13; Rom. 8:13; 1 John 2:27; Tit. 2:11-12)

To set agoal and pursueit (Phil. 3:14)

Part 1: The Goal of Our Christian Life

M essage 2
Individually

I. TolovethelLord (Deut. 6:5; 11:1, 13; 30:6;
Josh. 22:5; 23:11; Matt. 22:37; John 14:23; 1 Cor. 16:22)

II. Tobewsdl pleasingto God in all things
(2Cor.5.9; Cal. 1:10)

[I1. Toknow Christ, to gain Him and to live Him
(Phil. 3:7-10)

V. To actively pursue sanctification
(Heb. 12:14; 1 Thess. 3:12-13; 4:2-5, 7; 5:23-24)

A.
B.
C.
D.

Being trained by grace (Tit. 2:11-14)

Consecrating the members of your body (Rom. 6:19)
Experiencing the cross of Christ (Gal. 2:19-20; 5:16, 24)
Not drawing back (Heb. 10:38)

To be conformed and transfor med into the image of the

firstborn Son (Rom. 8:29; 2.Cor. 3:16-18)

A.
B.

C.
D

Taking every opportunity (Rom. 8:28)
Turning our hearts to the Lord constantly
(2.Cor. 3:16-18)

Beholding and reflecting the glory of the Lord
By the Lord, who is the Spirit
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M essage 12
Having a repenting heart
I.  Walkingin thelight (1 John 1:7-9)

A.

B.

C.
D.

Having a good and healthy conscience

(1 Tim. 1:19; Acts 23:1; 24:16)

Casting off the hidden works of darkness

(Rom. 13:12; Eph. 5:11)

Hating the garment defiled by the flesh (Jude 23)
Having our heart checked routinely by the Lord
(Ps. 139:23-24; 26:2)

II. Confessingour sinstothelLord

I11. Being washed constantly

A. By theblood of the Lamb (Rev. 7:14; 22:14)
1. Itcleansesusfromal sin
2. It cleanses our conscience (Heb. 9:14; 10:22)
3. Itisthe basisfor overcoming the accuser of the

brethren (Rev. 12:10-11; Rom. 5:9)

B. By thewater of lifein the Spirit and in the word
(Eph. 5:26-27; Heb. 10:22; John 15:3; Tit. 3:5)

C. By thename of theLord (1 Cor. 6:11)

M essage 13

Our exerciseto obey thelLord

|.  Individually —in our personal life

A.
B.

To obey is better than sacrifice (1 Sam. 15:1-23)
Striving to have a conscience without offense toward God
and men (Acts 24:16)
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V.

V1. Consecration and obedience: Following the life and the

Two thingsthat hinder life (Matt. 13:58; 19:21-23)

Lamb until theend (Rev. 14:4)

Message 11
Applying thisLife

Nourishment through life

A. Wenourish ourselves from Christ and enjoy Him for the
sake of His purpose (John 6:33-35, 54, 57)

B.  Wenourish the brothers and sisters with Christ, nurse
them and build them up (1 Thess. 2:7)

C. Through life we serve the Lord in a practical manner for
the building up of His body (Rom. 1:9; 1 Cor. 4:12)

Discerning life

A. Choosing life and rejecting all death (Deut. 30:19)
B. Discerning the soul from the Spirit

(Heb. 12:4; 1 Cor. 2:14)

Discerning the spirits (1 Cor. 12:10)

Discerning the body (1 Cor. 11:29)

Signs of death and religion (Gal. 5:19-23)

The body judges and discerns

(Matt. 18:17; 1 Cor. 14:29; Phil. 1:9-10)

ululcle!

TheLord cleanses and sanctifiesHis church in love
(Eph. 5:25)

. Theblessing of unity of the body —life forevermore —

the bride (Ps. 133; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:9-10)

Pressing Toward The Goal 3
M essage 3
Corporately

|.  Tobuild up the church
(Matt. 16:18; 1.Cor. 3:6-12; 14:12, 26b)

A. Asthebody of Christ —for Christ’s expression and
movement on this earth

B. Asthebrideof Christ —for the Lord’ s satisfaction

C. Asthegolden lamp stand — aliving testimony and alight
of life for the unbelieversin thisworld today

D. Asthekingdom of God (1 Pet. 2:9) —for the defeat of
God's enemies today and ushering in God's kingdom to
this earth

II. Toserveinthepriesthood

A. Thechurch life—apriesthood (1 Pet. 2:5)
B.  Serving together in the Spirit of oneness
1. Inthegospel of His Son (Rom. 1:9)
2. Nourishing and cherishing one another (Eph. 5:29)
3. Burning in the spirit (Rom. 12:11)
4. Faithful to the end (Rev. 2:10)

[11. To hasten thereturn of the Lord Jesus Christ
(2 Pet. 3:9-13)

M essage 4

Sharpened Arrowsfor theLord in the Gospel
(Ps. 127:3-5; Rev. 6:1-2)

|.  Thenecessity for sharpened arrows

A. God loves man and wants all men to be saved
(John 3:16; 1 Tim. 2:5; 1 John 3:8; Rom. 1:16)

B. Satan hates man and holds al men captive in the world
and in religion (John 8:44; 1 John 5:19; Rev. 18:2;
Ps. 126:1, 4)
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II. Fellow workersfor the gospel (Phil. 4:3)

A. Sonsof youth (Ps. 127:4)

B. Standing firm in one spirit (Phil. 1:27; Rom. 1:9;
2Tim. 1:7-8)

C. Persevering in prayer (Col. 4:2; Eph. 6:18)

D. Not being ashamed for the sake of the gospel
(1 Tim. 6:12; Eph. 6:19-20; 2 Tim. 1:8; 4:1-2)

E.  Enduring hardship for the sake of the gospel
(2Tim. 1:8, 12; 2:3)

M essage 5

A Holy Priesthood, Serving theLord
(1 Pet. 2.5, 9; Rev. 1:5-6; 5:9-10; 20:6)

|. ThePriesthood

A.

B.

C.
D.

Redeemed to God by blood — God' s possession

(Rev. 5:9-10; Numbers 8:14)

A people of priests and kings — everyone should serve the
Lord (Ex. 19:6; Eph. 4:12)

A gift from God (Numbers 18:7)

The Lord istheir inheritance (Numbers 18:20)

II. Thepriestly servicefor the building up of the church
and for the gospel (1 Pet. 2:5, 9)

A.

B.

C.

Serving before God and not to please men

(Ezek. 44:10-16; Rom. 1:9; 15:16; Gal. 1:10; Phil. 2:3-5)
Serving with what we have received from the Lord
(Numbers 18:29; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Pet. 2:5)
Making intercession for the saints according to the will of
God (Rom. 8:26-27)

Serving God and not mammon (Matt. 6:24, 33-34)
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To seethrough religion —Babylon, the Great
(Rev. 17-18)

A. Babylonisamystery which can only be discovered in the
spirit (Rev. 17:3-5)

B. Babylonischaracterized by mixture (Rev. 18:12-14)
C. Babylon cannot be healed (Jer. 51:9)
D. Weneedto come out of Babylon and not partake in her
sins (Rev. 18:4)
M essage 10

Knowing Life

God istheLife—our Life

A. JesusChristisour life

(John 1:4; 14:6; Col. 3:4; 1 John 5:11-13, 20)
B. The Spirit giveslife (John 7:37-39; 1 Cor. 15:45)
C. Thepreciousness of thislife (1 Pet. 2:6-7)

. Two trees and two kinds of people (Gen. 2:9)
1.
V.

Christ has prevailed (Rev. 5:5)

To obtain life by faith and to overcome our narrowness
(John 20:31; Gal. 3:2)

A. Jumping over wallswith my God (Ps. 18:30)
B. Thosewho wait on the Lord shall renew their strength
(Is. 40:31)

C. CdltoMel (Jer. 33:3)

D  All things are possible to him who believes (Mark 9:23)

E. | cando dl things through Christ who strengthens me
(Phil. 4:13)

F.  Wehavethistreasurein earthen vessels

(2 Cor. 4:7)
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[11. Our cooperation to walk in the Spirit

A. Exercising to be spiritually minded
(Rom. 8:5-6; Gal. 5:16, 25; Coal. 3:1-3)

B. Taking heed to theinner speaking of the Anointing
(1 John 2:27; Heb. 3:7-8, 15; 4:7; Rom. 12:11)

C. Not holding fast to our soul life (Matt. 16:24-26)

VI. Not accepting any condemnation

A. Thereisno condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus
(Rom. 8:1)
B. God letsall things work together for good (Rom. 8:28-30)
C. Nothing can separate us from the love of God
(Rom. 8:31-39)

Message 9
Realizing the Strategies of the Enemy (2 Cor. 2:11)

I. Tohatetheflesh, the salf, and the soul life
(Matt. 16:21-28)

A. Thedevil isamurderer and aliar from the beginning
(John 8:44; Gen. 3)
B. Thosewho arein the flesh cannot please God
(Rom. 8:7-8; Eph. 2:1-3)
C. Thefalen soul life disputes with the Lord
(Matt. 16:21-23)
D. Our way out isthe Cross and the Spirit
(Matt. 16:24-25; Rom. 8:9)

[l. Toovercometheworld

A. Donot lovetheworld (1 John 2:14-17)

B. Thewholeworld lies under the sway of the wicked one
(1 John 5:19)

C. By faith we can overcome the world (1 John 5:4-5)
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M essage 6
The Ultimate Goal

Thefinal harvest (Rev. 14)

A. Thefirstfruits (Rev. 14:1-5)
B. Thegenera harvest (Rev. 14:14-16; 1 Thess. 4:17)
C. Theharvest of the grapes of wrath (Rev. 14:17-20)

. To becomethefirstfruitsfor the enjoyment of God our

Father (Rev. 14:1-5)

A. Reaching early maturity
1. Learning anew song
2. Thedaily exerciseto mature
B. Ready for rapture to the heavenly Zion
1. Virgins—not defiled (Gal. 5:16)
2. Following the Lamb (Matt. 16:24-28)
3. No deceit in their mouths
(1 Pet. 2:1-3; James 3:5-10; Ps. 120:1-7)
4. Without fault before the throne of God

To attend the wedding feast of the Lamb (Rev. 19:6-9)

A.  Thebride needs to make herself ready today (Phil. 2:12)
B.  The preparation of the wedding garment

(Eph. 5:26-27; Ps. 45:13-15)

1. Being washed daily by the blood of the Lamb and by
the living water of the Spirit
(Rev. 7:13-14; 1 Cor. 6:11)
Experiencing Christ as our righteousness (Phil. 3:9)
Gaining the divine nature (gold)
Living by Christ (Phil. 1:19)

Eal S
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V. Toreign with Christ in the coming kingdom
(Rev. 20:4, 6)

A. Sitting in the heavens with Christ today (Eph. 2:6)

B. Coming each day to Histhrone of grace (Heb. 4:16)

C. Reigninginlife (Rom. 5:17)
1. Sin and death no longer have dominion over us

(Rom. 6:12-14)

2. Resisting the devil (James 4:7)

D. Letting Christ reigninyour heart (Eph. 3:17)

E. Defeating His enemy and bringing God's kingdom to this
earth (Rom. 16:20; Ps. 110:1-7)
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Part 2: Our Cooper ation to Achieve the Goal

Message?
Realizing our Responsibility before God (2 Cor. 5:10)
. Wehaveresponsbility before God

A.  Thejudgment seat of Christ (2 Cor. 5:10; Rom. 14:10-11)
B. Wemust give account of our conduct
(Luke 16:1-2; 1 Pet. 4:4-5; Rom. 14:12)
C. TheLord seeksthose who recognize their responsibility
D. Our firm decision out of afree will—afirm purpose of
heart to cooperate with our Lord
(Acts11:23; 1 Cor. 15:9-10)

II. Theparableof the entrusted talents
(Matt. 25:14-30)

A. Reacting immediately — our time (Matt. 25:16; Rev. 1:3)
B. Going forth and trading with what we have received
(2 Pet. 1:3; Rom. 8:32; Matt. 25:15; 2 Cor. 6:1)
C. Gaining more talents (Phil. 3:8; Gal. 4:19; Coal. 1:10)
D. Thejoy of the Lord (Matt. 25:21)

M essage 8
Walking by the Spirit in our spirit (Rom. 8)
I. God dwellsin Christ asthe Spirit in our spirit

A.  Christin us—the hope of glory (Col. 1:27)
B. Atreasurein earthen vessels (2 Cor. 4:7)

II. Wearein Christ —theprerequisiteto walk in the Spirit

A. Thelaw of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made us
free from the law of sin and death (Rom. 8:1-4)

B. Weareplaced into Christ
(Gal. 3:27; Rom. 8:9-12; John 15:4-7)



